Robert M. Dutton Sr.
February 4, 1929 - February 23, 2019

Robert M. Dutton, Sr. passed away on February 23, 2019 under hospice care at home. He
was born February 4, 1929 in Springfield TWP, Iowa.
The family moved to Blue Earth, Minnesota shortly after he was born, and after 14 years
of life on the dairy farm he decided to strike out on his own. He found his first job as a
lineman for the telephone company and at the age of 17 he joined the Army Air Corps and
was discharged in 1947.
After attending college, he worked in sales for a publishing house and met and married his
first wife, Marlys. The marriage was to last 57 years until her death at age 74. He was
introduced to his second wife, Laura, through friends and they immediately hit it off. They
spent their summers in Hendersonville, North Carolina and their winters in Longboat Key.
Over the course of his life, Robert was quite the entrepreneur. He owned the Manhattan
Beach Lodge on Big Trout Lake in Minnesota in the mid 1950s as well as starting several
businesses including an advertising agency that specialized in promoting upscale
restaurants. The agency was so successful that it caught the eye of the Sheraton
Corporation, which eventually bought the agency and hired Robert, moving him to
Sheraton's headquarters in Boston. While living on the south shore of Boston, he
branched out to be the captain of his 32 foot cabin cruiser, including many weekend trips
to Martha’s Vineyard that the family will always cherish.
Tired of the Northeast winter weather, the family moved to Longboat Key in 1972. He was
an avid golfer and until his death held the distinction of most years of membership at the
Longboat Key Club. Robert and his son Brett have won numerous golf tournaments and
their trophies were some of his most proud possessions.
Robert is survived by his wife Laura Dutton , his sister Marion Eastvold of Forest City,
Iowa, and his three children. Wendy Democh (Roger) of Sarasota, Dr. Robert Dutton, Jr.
(Andrea) of Woodstock, NY, and Brett Dutton (JoAnn) of Bradenton. Robert is also

survived by three grandchildren and four great grandchildren.
Visitation will be Wednesday, February 27th from 1:00 pm until 2:00 pm at the funeral
home, with funeral services following at 2:00 pm, all in the Colonial Chapel at Toale
Brothers Funeral Home, 40 North Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL 34236.

Events
FEB
27

Visitation

01:00PM - 02:00PM

Toale Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory - Colonial Chapel
40 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL, US, 34236

FEB
27

Funeral Service

02:00PM

Toale Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory - Colonial Chapel
40 N. Orange Avenue, Sarasota, FL, US, 34236

Comments

“

We were very sorry to hear about Bob. Our thoughts and prayers to everyone. Bill
and Lena Seagraves

Mr and Mrs William D Seagraves, Sr - April 17 at 07:38 PM

“

Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet was purchased for the family of Robert M. Dutton Sr..

February 27 at 09:47 AM

“

Love, Candace and Griffin Akins purchased the Summer's Light Bouquet for the
family of Robert M. Dutton Sr..

Love, Candace and Griffin Akins - February 26 at 10:53 PM

“

Love, Larry & Kathy Stringer purchased the Medium Dish Garden for the family of
Robert M. Dutton Sr..

Kathy Stringer - February 26 at 05:05 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Robert M. Dutton Sr..

February 26 at 03:10 PM

“

Love, Bob and Jane purchased the Florist Choice Bouquet for the family of Robert M.
Dutton Sr..

Love, Bob and Jane - February 26 at 01:42 PM

“

To Laura & the Dutton family: It is with deep sadness that we learned of Bob's
passing. To us, he will always be remembered as a friendly, warm, outgoing man
who enjoyed a good time with friends. We recall the good times we shared playing
golf at Hendersonville Country Club, enjoying an evening outing at Cafe Europa, one
of his favorites & toasting a beautiful sunset from the condo balcony on LBK. Fond
memories for sure. Rest in peace Bob. Jim & Penny Wallquist

Jim Wallquist - February 26 at 09:51 AM

