
Diane H. Papazian-Longem
April 5, 1958 - May 2, 2018

Diane H. Papazian-Longem (60) left us the same way she loved living:
surrounded by loved ones in her home. In 1958, a free-spirit came to the
world in Takoma Park, Maryland. Her story takes us from her early childhood
in pre-war Saigon, over to a colorful journey through adulthood in Bangkok,
eventually to a life that split her with time between her family in Florida and
Norway. Diane attended the International School of Bangkok, Thailand and
graduated from Boston University with a degree in Special Education. She
applied her skills to work with children with special needs and with the family-
led charity Community Services of Bangkok. Diane perfected the art of fine
living as she loved traveling well, and discovering great design. Her generosity
knew no bounds and she shared everything with those around her. She
despised rude people, anything purple and not using coasters. She married
the love of her life Svend F. Longem (of Norway) who sadly predeceased her.
Svend had two sons, Jørgen M. Longem and Andreas M. Longem, who
became Diane's beloved sons. She had a truly international life with travel
between Asia, Norway and the United States. After her husband's passing,
she moved to Sarasota to be united with her sister Annette Z. P. Ross,
brother-in-law Dr. Ira E. Ross, nephew Daniel A. Ross, and niece Madeline A.
Ross. Soon to follow to Sarasota were her beloved mother Helen M.
Papazian, dearest brother Robert B. Papazian and his wife Mayda Papazian.
Diane enjoyed her life in Sarasota entertaining family and friends visiting from
near and far. The family jokingly held her single-handedly responsible for our



booming local economy. She worked part time in her sister Annette's law
practice, where clients enjoyed tales of her foreign adventures. Diane will be
missed and lovingly remembered by her many nieces and nephews, extended
family and friends around the world. She especially felt overcome with joy at
the arrival of her two grandchildren, Lily Elise Longem and Svend Paul
Longem. Services will be private at her request. In lieu of flowers, Memorial
Contributions in Diane's memory can be made to Women's Resource Center
of Sarasota, 340 S. Tuttle Avenue, Sarasota Fl 34237 and/or Tidewell
Hospice, 5955 Rand Boulevard, Sarasota, FL 34238.



Tribute Wall

JS

GH

Jewell StClair - May 07, 2018 at 12:00 AM

So many wonderful memories of Bangkok, meeting the Papazian
Family there, and our years of family get-togethers. Time spent
laughing at Diane's jokes, and Bobby's antics. Your Mother's
kitchen! Your Father's cigars and pin-striped suits. Dancing to
Stevie Wonder's "Songs in the Key of Life" in your living room. I was
heartbroken to hear of your health struggles, Diane. I did not know
you had been planted, occupied a special place in my heart during
all the ensuing years since leaving Thailand, until I saw you at the
ISB reunion in St. Petersburg. I want you to know that you were my
surrogate Big Sister when Jeanne & Tessie weren't around. Your
sense of humor, generosity of spirit, and unconditional love became
part of me. Your absence from this physical life is keenly felt, but at
the same time all I can see in my head is your smiling face, and I
hear your laughter. Say hello to your Father & Mother, give them my
love, take a measure for yourself, and I will see you on the other
side. 
 
To Diane's family, my sincerest condolences. It seems an
inadequate expression of sorrow at the loss of your dear Diane.
Please know that your family was and still is the kind one never
forgets -no matter the passage of time, or the miles which have
separated us. All my love -jubie

Gwen Hanlon Howard - May 07, 2018 at 12:00 AM

What a beautiful tribute of a very special lady. So many special
memories of our times together in Bangkok. Sending love and
prayers to you all as grieve Diane's passing. Her light will always
live in your hearts. Love, Gwen Hanlon Howard
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f m - May 06, 2018 at 12:00 AM

Your light will ALWAYS shine, you live in our
hearts. We LOVE you! 
Always....F.M.


