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Jack Dranttel was born in St. Peter Minnesota in 1941. His father a farmer,
also worked in the winter for the State legislature and his mother was a
teacher. His one sister, Mary Kay, also became a teacher. 

Jack was an exemplary student in high school, played football, and was in a
small band, as well as the high school band, playing both saxophone and
piano. 

 

After graduating from high school Jack attended the U.S. Naval Academy in
Annapolis MD. Near the end of his second year he met Mary Jo Chapin, a
sophomore, at Trinity College, in Washington, DC, at a choir "mixer." 

Jack was in the Glee Club, Catholic choir, and a coach of the Navy crew team.

Jack and Mary Jo married after graduation in 1963. He took his commission
after the Academy in the Air Force. Jack had an undergraduate degree in
Engineering, and attended Law School at night while working in the
Presidential Wing in DC. In 1966, he received his law degree and was
admitted to the Virginia Bar. 

Jack and Mary Jo had two children, Tim and Betsy before the Air Force
moved the family to Germany, where their son Mike was born. The next years



were busy with Jack's career, and their growing family. From Germany, they
moved to Kansas, then Virginia, Louisiana, and back to Maryland, where Jack
was at the Pentagon for most of his assignments over several years. They
bought a house on Chesapeake Bay, to which they added a complete second
floor, doing all of the renovations themselves. Jack LOVED being on the Bay,
and especially loved the blue crabs! Another daughter, Jennifer, was added to
the family in 1980. The two oldest children went off to college, Betsy to Elon
College in North Carolina and later to Wake Forest Law School, and Tim, to
the Air Force Academy, after which he continued as an Air Force pilot and in
Special Ops. The Air Force next moved the family to Hawaii for four years.
Son Mike went to West Virginia Tech after high school, and later joined the
Army as an Apache helicopter pilot. Daughter Jennifer graduated from
University of Colorado, and received a Master’s Degree from the Savannah
School of Art and Design. 

 

Jack was a Judge Advocate, Military Judge, and Counsel to a four- star
General. He was awarded many distinctions and honors, including Most
Outstanding Judge Advocate in the Air Force in 1971, and more importantly,
he earned the deep and abiding respect of all of his colleagues, from the
secretaries, to the attorneys and Generals. He was the head of all the Air
Force Lawyers in the Pacific as Chief Judge Advocate when he retired in 1988
and went to work as Counsel to the US House Armed Services Committee.
After a few years in that position, he fully retired to spend more time with his
family. 

 

Jack loved his fellow man and enjoyed engaging in conversation with people
of all walks of life. He took great pleasure participating in and following
politics, and was a veracious reader. His best asset, both at work and play,
was problem solving, be it a complicated legal issue to win the case, how to
double the size of a house, or how to get one of his kids to pick a pound of
crabs for $1.00. Hobbies over the years include fishing, hunting, skiing,



sailing, traveling, and playing golf. For years he owned his own small plane,
and flew as far south as Mexico, and north to Alaska, and coast to coast. But
above all, his family was most important to him and he was greatly loved by
them and will be sorely missed. 

He is survived by his four children and their families, which include six
grandchildren and two great-grand children, his beloved wife of 58 years,
Mary Jo, and his sister Mary Kay Pexa. 

Services to be held at St. Thomas More Church.
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Mike Kramer - August 03, 2021 at 04:22 PM

I remember taking my grandmother to the Dranttel Produce
Stand/Farm to purchase just about everything they sold. I never met
Jack until I got stationed at Osan AB, Korea. They, Colonel Jack
Dranttel and I had lunch together and talked about St Peter. I was
the law office manager at Osan, and Col Dranttel was our PACAF
Staff Judge Advocate. When I was TDY to Hickham AFB, Col and
Mrs Dranttel invited me over to their home for diner. Col Dranttel,
you were one of the best Staff Judge Advocates I ever worked for,
and I always felt good knowing you and I (while years apart) were
from the same small town in Minnesota. Col Dranttel, it was an
honor to serve you. You and your family are in my prayers and
thoughts. MSgt Kramer



JC

Judy Cole - July 26, 2021 at 10:26 AM

Dear Mary Jo and family 
  

Jack was a Giant, not just because he was tall, but because his
conduct was led by honesty and integrity. No one laughed like Jack,
it was like a chuckle but unique. When he laughed and he laughed
often those lucky enough to hear him joined in. 

 A few years ago he encouraged Chris to compile a record of
LeRoy’s accomplishments so he could be included in honored
graduates of St Peter, Minnesota. He and Leroy Pankratz, served
as altar boys, sold vegetables at Jack’s father’s stand, Were each
other’s best man, and best friends. Now, I am sure that Jack could
name numerous best friends. Chris spent many hours filling out the
forms, and learned about his father, all because Jack wanted LeRoy
to be remembered. They enjoyed teasing each other. There is the
story of how Leroy decorated Jacks shoes on his wedding day. 

 I remember the story of when he purchased the beloved home on
the Maryland shore. He bought it before Mary Jo had an opportunity
to see it or help with the decision to purchase it. Apparently he just
announced, “I bought a house.” As Mary Jo would tell it he came
home describing the beautiful view, the fishing, the garage and
room for a dog. As he was describing this Mary Jo kept asking,
“What was the kitchen like?” Jack kept extolling the charm of the
house. The truth was he knew there was a kitchen, but did not want
to describe it as it was not up to Mary Jo’s expectations. When he
rebuilt the cabin, the kitchen was improved. 

 Jack Dranttel was the best of us. He will be missed. 
 Love to you all, Judy Cole


