Jessie Ernestine Ray
December 7, 1932 - October 7, 2023

Jessie Ernestine Ray, 90 of Bradenton passed away on October 7th, 2023.
She was born to the late Jessie Parker Rowell and Wesley M. Rowell in
Manatee County on December 7th, 1932. She was raised in Manatee County.

After graduating high school, she married the love of her life James A. Ray on
June 7th, 1952. Military life moved them to multiple places to include Hawaii
and Macon Ga. They were happily married for 71 years.

Many things she enjoyed doing were being a seamstress and crafting, doing
home canning, being a boy scout leader, riding motorcycles, and playing in a
band. She had a strong faith in God. She was a stay-at-home mom until her
children were grown. After which she went to work at and retired from
Schlumberger making electronic parts for aircrafts and etc. She was
affectionately known as Honey, Dear, Mama, Grandma, Nanny, and Aunt Tina.

She was preceded in death by her parents and younger brother Thurman
Rowell, and Son in law Earl Whigham.

She is survived by her husband of 71 years James A Ray; her daughters and

son in law Janet Ray of Bradenton, Shirley Flinn (Mike) of Ruskin Fl, Saundra
Whigham of Jesup Ga.; son and daughter in law James Eugene Ray (Sandra)
of Bradenton; her grandchildren include Chris and Heather Ray, Josh and



Bobbie Ray, Tommy and Bethany Lee, Candi and Jacob Pitts, Crystal and Lee
Sands, Joel Whigham and Carl Whigham. She also leaves behind 27 Great
grandchildren and 3 great great grandchildren; brother and sister-in-law Cully
and Donna Rowell; one niece and one nephew. All of whom she loved dearly.

Visitation will be Thursday October 12th from 6-8pm at Toale Brothers Funeral
Home, Bradenton Chapel, 912 53rd Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34207.

Funeral Services will be held at the Chapel of Toale Brothers Funeral Home,
Bradenton Chapel, 912 53rd Avenue West, Bradenton, FL 34207, on Friday
October 13, 2023, at 10:00am.

She will be laid to rest at the Sarasota National Cemetery at 12:30pm.
Evangelist Jacob Pitts officiating.



Previous Events
Visitation

OCT 12. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Toale Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory - Bradenton Chapel
912 53rd Ave W

Bradenton, FL 34207

(941) 746-6191

info@toalebrothers.com

https://www.toalebrothers.com/

Funeral Service

OCT 13. 10:00 AM (ET)

Toale Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory - Bradenton Chapel
912 53rd Ave W

Bradenton, FL 34207

(941) 746-6191

info@toalebrothers.com

https://www.toalebrothers.com/

Graveside

OCT 13. 12:30 PM (ET)

Sarasota National Cemetery
9810 State Rd 72

Sarasota, FL 34241

(941) 922-7200
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Tribute Wall

Oh | am deeply saddened by the passing of my dear friend
Ernestine Ray. She was 2 yrs younger than my mom and | felt a
close attachment to her. We would share rides to and from work at
EMR for many years and she was such a devoted and loving wife,
mother and gramma. | loved seeing her crafts she would bring in to
work and would tell the best stories about growing up and her daddy
taking the family out to the beach to camp and fish during the
summers and get a sea turtle for meat to last all year. No part of the
turtle was wasted. | always thought of her as a true Floridian and
lived a full life on her homestead in Tallevast. My deepest
condolences to her family. | loved your momma. Sending much love
and prayers.

Love, Sue Obenauer

Sue Obenauer - October 28, 2023 at 09:01 PM
Our sincere condolences to the family, classmates, and friends of
our Manatee County High School Class of 1950 Alumna.
Manatee High School Alumni Association

Manatee High Alumni Association - October 13, 2023 at 06:40 AM



14 files added to the album Jessie Ray

Shirley Michael Flinn - October 12, 2023 at 12:20 PM



