
John Thomas (Tom) Allen
August 14, 1926 - April 10, 2021

John Thomas (Tom) Allen passed away peacefully at home on April 10, 2021.
He was born on August 14, 1926 in Zanesville, Ohio to the late Arnold A. Allen
and Georgia A. Derwacter. 

Tom is survived by his loving wife of 70 years, Velma Irene Harden. 
 

Tom was a World War II Army Veteran having served in the 94th Infantry
Division. After returning from the war, he graduated from Bliss College and
managed a large trucking company in Zanesville. He owned a picture framing
business after relocating to Sarasota, Florida in the late 70’s. He retired from
the postal service as a rural letter carrier in 1998. Tom enjoyed playing golf,
reading, and watching sports with Velma. 

He was Past Master of the Lodge of Amity #5, a York Rite Mason, a Knight
Templar, and a Shriner. He was also a life member of VFW Post 3233 and the
DAV. He enjoyed the 94th reunions and especially the reunion in Washington,
DC with a visit to the World War II Memorial. 

Tom was a member of First Presbyterian Church of Sarasota. 

Tom was a devoted family man and is also survived by his four daughters,
Pamela (Mark) Trout, Rebecca Allen, Deborah (Gary) Williams, Constance



Willoughby, and two sons, John, and Charles; six grandchildren, David (April)
Trout, Angie (Sam) Gianettino, Keri (David) Higginbotham, Courtney (Nick)
Crouch, Larz Willoughby, and Jordan Allen; and three great-grandchildren,
Kasey Trout, Elijah and Alexis Higginbotham. He is also survived by many
nieces and nephews who loved him dearly. 

He was preceded in death by his seven siblings. 

Visitation will be from 6-8 pm with a Masonic Service on Monday, April 19, at
Toale Brothers Funeral Home, 40 N Orange Avenue. 

Interment with military honors will be at Sarasota National Cemetery, 1:00,
Tuesday, April 20, 2021. 

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to Shriners Hospital or St. Jude’s
Hospital.



Previous Events

Visitation

APR 19. 6:00 PM - 8:00 PM (ET)

Toale Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory-Colonial Chapel
40 N. Orange Avenue
Sarasota, FL 34236
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



DK

April 18, 2021 at 12:00 PM

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for
the family of John Thomas (Tom) Allen.

April 15, 2021 at 12:50 PM

Country Basket Blooms was purchased for the
family of John Thomas (Tom) Allen.

Donna K - April 14, 2021 at 05:52 PM

Uncle Tom was one of my heroes; not just
because of his military history but because in
my mind since I was very young was that he
was the wonderful example of what a father
should be. When I was given a chance to stay
with Uncle Tom and Aunt Velma I would never want to leave. I
haven't gotten to see them for about 15 years or so when his Army
Unit was having their reunion in Cincinnati, Ohio near where I live. I
took my youngest son Billy who was then in the Army (he later
retired after 25 years) and my 15 year old grandaughter. I wanted
them to meet Uncle Tom and Aunt Velma because I admired them
both so much. I'm sure that Uncle Tom is in heaven reunited with his
beloved mother and his siblings, among others. God Bless Uncle
Tom and Aunt Velma remember that you will be united one day.

https://www.toalebrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.toalebrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=1478&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.toalebrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser
https://www.toalebrothers.com/store/Product.aspx?ProductId=4357&icn=desktop_tribute_wall_product_link&icc=fs_store#chooser

