
John Hathaway "Jack" Butler
Jr.,
May 9, 1935 - November 10, 2020

John Hathaway Butler Jr, 85, of Sarasota, Florida passed away peacefully at
his home on Tuesday, November 10, 2020 after eight months of in-home
Hospice care. He was born May 9, 1935 in Dayton, OH to Dr. John H. Butler
and Dorothy (Resh). He is survived by his loving wife of 57 years, Linda
(Knoch), his three sons: John, Robert, and Matthew (Annette Rezek),
grandchildren: Clara (Aaron Jones), Jack, Grace, and Nathan, and his sister,
Dorothy Pitser. 

 

John grew up in Ohio loving the out of doors and all of nature; he enjoyed
scouting, camping, fishing, hunting, baseball, football, gardening, music, and
cooking. He took seriously God’s directive to have dominion over and take
care of planet earth. John’s love of nature inspired him to a career in teaching
science, biology, and ecology. He would often tell his students to “remember
the Lorax”. He shared his love of nature with his wife and sons on family
vacations at Rice Lake and Manitoulin Island in Ontario, Canada, and on
Christmas breaks to Sarasota, Florida for boating and fishing in Sarasota Bay,
swimming in the Gulf, and watching sunsets at Siesta and Lido Key. 

John graduated from Butler Township High School in Montgomery County, OH
in 1953. He attended Ohio University, Athens, OH where he was a member of
Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity, Beta Zeta Chapter. He enlisted in the United
States Army in 1957 serving in the Third Infantry Division, Military Police



Detachment. He was stationed in Wurzburg, Germany for 18 months. In 1959
he returned to Ohio University completing his Bachelor of Science Degree and
Bachelor of Science in Education Degree in 1960 and 1961. He earned his
Master of Education Degree at Ohio University in 1966. 

 

John began teaching as a substitute teacher in the Dayton City Schools in
1961. He taught four years at Buchtel-York High School in Athens County, OH
where he was also assistant football and basketball coach. He taught 24
years at Trotwood-Madison High School in Montgomery County, OH. He
coached 7th then 9th grade football and was assistant varsity football coach
for 14 years with eight years as defensive coordinator. He was head football
coach from 1981 to 1985. He was well-known for inspiring “Believer Fever” in
the Trotwood community as he coached an outstanding group of young
athletes assisted by an outstanding coaching staff to a perfect 10 - 0 season
and conference championship. This team was the first in the school’s history
to compete in the Ohio High School Athletic Association Division II State
Football Playoffs in which they placed 2nd in the State. 

 

John held a special place in his heart for the students he was privileged to
teach, the athletes he coached, along with the teachers, staff, and coaches
with whom he formed special bonds over the years. After 29 years in the
classroom John retired from full-time teaching in 1989. In 1997 John and
Linda retired to Sarasota, Florida where John took great pleasure in taking
family and friends out in his boat to fish in Sarasota Bay. When his beloved
grandchildren would visit from Ohio he would always prepare for them a
breakfast of his special sausage gravy and biscuits. 

 

In lieu of flowers contributions in memory of John H. Butler Jr. can be sent to:
First Congregational United Church of Christ, 1031 S. Euclid Ave. Sarasota,
FL 34237 or to Tidewell Hospice, 5955 Rand Blvd. Sarasota, FL 34238. 

 



A virtual memorial service will be held on Friday, November 20, at 10:00 am,
First Congregational United Church of Christ in Sarasota, FL. 
The service is to be live-streamed on the church’s Facebook account: 

 http://www.facebook.com/uccsarasota/ 
 

Following the service a zoom room meeting will be held for anyone interested
in participating and sharing with a story about John. Details will be provided in
the comment section on Facebook. 

 

Interment to be at the National Cemetery in Sarasota, FL on Monday
November 23, 2020 at 2:00 PM.



Tribute Wall

MR

BZ

Vickie Minor - November 26, 2020 at 09:23 PM

My prayers and condolences are with the Butler Family. Coach
Butler was and awesome teacher as well as coach. His jovial spirit
will be missed by many.

Monica Rezek - November 20, 2020 at 09:55 AM

Butler Family,
  

My heart goes out to you. John was a very
special man. We are blessed to have known
him and have him part of our extended family.

  
Monica Rezek

Bob Z. - November 15, 2020 at 08:50 AM

Bob Z. purchased a sympathy card for the family of
John Hathaway "Jack" Butler Jr.,.



AC

Anita Collins - November 13, 2020 at 03:09 PM

I was blessed the day my sister Linda brought John (Jack) home to
meet the family. We all sat around the dining room table at mom's
house. As we ate it became apparent that Jack was "crazy" in love
with Linda and that she would be his wife. The feelings were mutual.
Linda had met her future husband. Jack became my brother the day
they wed and that will remain for all of eternity. My love goes out to
Linda, and children John, Bob, Matt, Annette, and grandchildren
Clara, Aaron, Jack, Grace and Nate. I share your grief. Sister/Aunt
Anita

JE

Jon Essex - November 13, 2020 at 05:13 PM

My deepest condolences to the Butler family. I often reflect on the
positive influence John Butler was to me as a coach and a teacher. I
was fortunate to experience his energy.

KV

Karen (Hatten) Vance - November 13, 2020 at 06:50 PM

Condolences to Matt, Annette, the family and all who loved and
respected "Coach" Butler. May wonderful memories ease your
sadness.

EA

Ervin and Ann Anderson - November 13, 2020 at 07:25 PM

Our deepest sympathy to you, Linda, and to your entire family. Erv's
relationship with Jack spans almost their entire lifetime. Iniitially Jack's
Mom and Erv's Mom taught in the same school. He was a fantastic
friend to us and I am sure he will be greatly missed by all of your family
and friends.

WW
Will Scott Wright - November 13, 2020 at 08:46 PM

My condolences to the Butler family. Coach Butler was a great
influence on me as a student and a football player.



NW
Nancy Winters - November 13, 2020 at 11:11 PM

My sincerest condolences to the Butler family. Coach Butler will be
missed by all.

JB
Jan Brock - November 14, 2020 at 08:28 AM

I am so sorry to hear about John. I hope your good memories help you
through this difficult time. Sincere sympathy. Jan

JR

Jim Resh - November 14, 2020 at 12:31 PM

To Linda and Family: Please accept our sincere sympathy today. Jack
had a hard time of ups and downs for a long while and we were always
"rooting" for him. Thinking of you at this time and remembering the
good Resh Reunions where we visited for sure. Will keep in touch. May
God comfort your family. Jim and Sandra Resh

GC

georgia court - November 14, 2020 at 06:53 PM

So sorry to hear this. I know how much you will miss him. I remember
his warm welcome when I first was considering moving to the
neighborhood.

NB

Nancy Boedeker - November 15, 2020 at 11:51 AM

Linda sincere sympathy n love being sent your way wonderful
memories of Jack all those years Bruce n myself knew him GOD has
Blessed much

DS

Dave Swope - November 15, 2020 at 07:45 PM

Our thoughts are with Linda and the family at this important time. John
served his country well. He was an inspiration to his students and his
teams. He loved his family and dedicated his life to their happiness and
success. We are proud to call him a brother. Rest easy, John. You had
a good run. The Brothers of Phi Kappa Sigma Fraternity, Beta Zeta
chapter, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio. 

  
Dave Swope, Beta Zeta 1967



MF
mike fetzer - December 07, 2020 at 11:50 AM

Even the worse players on his team, like me, got enthusiastic coaching
and encouragement...


